AgVenture
San Joaquin County
The Oakdale Cowboy Museum is
proud to have just finished our third of
three presentations during Agricultural
Field Trips, in San Joaquin County
with the AgVenture program. Through
various presentations and hands-on
demonstrations, over 11,000 third
grade students experienced how
agriculture touches their daily lives and
the benefits of making healthy eating
choices. Students learn and form a
connection between the food on their
plate and the crops grown in the San
Joaquin County.
The AgVenture program fits perfectly
into our outreach program where
sharing the role of the ranching
cowboy being a steward of the land
is presented. Our Cowboy 101
presentation is very interactive and
allows the students to answer questions
about the role of the Cowboy and his
connection to eating healthy beef.
Students also learn why the cowboy
wears attire such as boots, spurs,
and cowboy hat. A volunteer from
the crowd dresses up with each item
discussed at the end resembling a
cowboy. The students get a kick out of
seeing their classmates dressed up like
a cowboy, and the way the material is
presented is a fun and unique way of
learning.
Many thanks to staff member, Karen
Serpa for braving the chilly outdoor
temperatures and sharing our local
western heritage during AgVenture at
the Manteca Unified School District
Farm in November, the San Joaquin
County Fairgrounds in Stockton in
January and the Lodi Grape Festival
Grounds in Lodi last week.

Early Birds Get The… Ticket!
It was a pretty
early in the morning
wake up call for
the members of the
Cowboy Museum
who arrived at 6am
to queue up for a
chance to purchase
tickets to the Annual
Cowgirl Luncheon.
Allison Carroll
from Academy
Mortgage was the
first in line this year
equipped with a comfortable lawn chair,
blankets, snacks and coffee. Since the
tickets didn’t go on sale until 10am,
Board President Dave Brown brought
coffee and donuts for those in line, but
these ladies came prepared this year.
Breakfast burritos and homemade banana
bread were just a few of the offerings
that this social gathering was sharing

as they waited in line
for the coveted tickets.
Good friends, fun times
and laughter. That’s the
cowgirl spirit always
generously shared at the
luncheon, and these ladies
were indeed getting a head
start.
We’d like to thank this
year’s sponsors of the
Luncheon; American Ag
Credit, Century 21 M&M
& Associates, Delta Sierra Beverage
Company, Grocery Outlet, Lodi –
Chrysler, Dodge Jeep, Ram, Oak Valley
Community Bank, the Jim Wheatley
Family, Diamond Bar Arena, and Golden
State Auction & Announcing Co. We
are currently procuring items for the live
auction as well as the raffle. If anyone is
interested in donating an item please give
us a call

Oakdale Rodeo Unites Couple
New Cowboy Museum member
Courtney Parrish came to Oakdale
during Rodeo Weekend in April of
2012 to celebrate the bridal shower
of her friend Katie Hegoas Delyon
and to partake in a “girls weekend”
during the rodeo. Courtney is a
Florida girl who moved to Roseville,
CA and had never even been to a
rodeo. After the bridal shower the
girls hit all the local hot spots, like
the Cow Track Lounge and the H-B
before heading to the rodeo dance. It
was there that she met 2005 Oakdale
High graduate David Schmitt, also
out enjoying the annual rodeo fun.
“We met, we danced, and he asked
me out. Now we’re planning our
life together” said Courtney. “When
rodeo time comes around it’s an
exciting time and special celebration
for us. We invite friends and embrace

that Cowboy Spirit that brought us
together.” Courtney and David will
be married this year on Saturday, May
2. They didn’t want to get married
on Rodeo Weekend and miss all the
fun. Congratulations to David &
Courtney!

34TH ANNUAL
OAKDALE TESTICAL FESTIVAL
Tickets are now on sale for the 34th Annual
Oakdale Testicle Festival which will be held on
Monday, March 30, at the FES Hall in Oakdale. The
event is co-sponsored by the Oakdale Rotary Club
and the Oakdale Cowboy Museum. This year the
event will recognize a long time Testicle Festival
event supporter, Jack Lerch and his company JLG
Enterprises. JLG Enterprises has been in business
since 1975 and specializes in the collection, storage
and shipment of bovine semen and embryos. The
process can be done in the company labs right here
in Oakdale, or a mobile technician can be sent
to your ranch. Artificial Insemination, or “AI”
is big business folks! Committee organizers felt
that the contribution (pardon the pun) from this

business deserved a shout out at the Annual Testicle
Festival where the “bulls jewels” are the celebrated
main attraction. Tickets for the event are $65 per
person or $75 at the door, and can be purchased at
the Oakdale Cowboy Museum or at the Oakdale
Chamber of Commerce. Along with a delicious
main course of rocky mountain oysters, there is a
hosted bar, a raffle, live auction and plenty of fun.
Remember, this is the only event where you are
“guaranteed to have a ball.” Souvenir merchandise
including t-shirts, ball caps, and just added aprons,
as well as more information, are available at www.
oakdaletesticlefestival.com or at the Oakdale
Cowboy Museum.
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